
selves to three things: to 
pray for vocations, to help 
and support priests in their 
ministry through prayer 
and active support and to 
deepening their personal 
life of prayer. I hope that 
we will be able to establish 
the lay associates very 
soon, and you will hear 
more about this.  

At the Biddulph Churches 
Together meeting two 
weeks ago, we were asked 
if any people would like to 
participate in outreach to 
care homes, and we have 
had requests for this in 
Goldenhill too. It is already 
happening in Kidsgrove. If 
we have parishioners in 
either Biddulph area or 
Goldenhill area who would 
like to make this essential 
link to the elderly in care 
homes, please do come and 
have a word with me about 
this. 

At the end of the week, I 
will be travelling up to 
bonny Scotland for an Or-
dination. When I first met 
Paul Denney, he was a 
student at St Andrews Uni-
versity, having dropped 
out of seminary. I still saw 
that he had a vocation, and 
encouraged him to go back 
to seminary once he fin-
ished his degree. Whether 
it was my encouragement 
or not, he returned to the 
Scots College in Rome. 
And on Friday, the Feast of 
the Immaculate Concep-
tion of Our Blessed Lady, 
he will be ordained priest 
for the Diocese of Mother-
well. So I look forward to 

being with Fr Paul Denney 
and concelebrating the 
Ordination Mass. As it 
happens, I know the Bishop 
there very well, having 
spent a year with him in 
the Scots College in Sala-
manca, when I was study-
ing there as a young priest. 
Anyway please keep Fr 
Denney in your prayers. 

During the week I have 
received approval from the 
Society of St John Vianney, 
of which I’m a member, to 
set up a branch of the lay 
associates in this country. 
The associates join the So-
ciety as lay people, in or-
der to consecrate them-

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Osmund of Salisbury 

d.1099 
St Osmund was a cousin of 
William the Conqueror 
and took part in the con-
quest of England by the 
Normans. He was Chan-
cellor of England for a 
time. However, he was 
made Bishop of Salisbury, 
where he completed the 
building of the Cathedral. 
Osmund was a very studi-

ous bishop, and he collect-
ed together manuscripts 
for the library at Salisbury. 
He was also a great litur-
gist and drew up the  rite 
of Mass and the Divine 
Office called the Sarum 
Rite. He was canonised in 
1457. It would be almost 
500 years before any other 
Englishman would be can-
onised: Ss John Fisher and 
Thomas More.  
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  
You may also request Confession from one of the priests at 
other times outside these advertised times. 

Saturday 2nd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Thanksgiving (NVB) 

Sunday 3rd     9.00am    Holy Mass  Denzil Hunter 

First Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  People of the Parishes  

Advent    6.30pm Holy Mass John Broad 

Monday 4th       

Feria of Advent       

Tuesday 5th   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

St Birinus    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Vera Maddock 

Wednesday 6th   12noon  Holy Mass Constance Foden 

St Nicholas       

Thursday 7th       9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) Audrey Duskin 

   7.00pm  Holy Hour  

Friday 8th   9.30am  Holy Mass Marie Twomey 

IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION 

      

Saturday 9th       

Feria of Advent   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Teresa Foden 

Sunday 10th               9.00am    Holy Mass  David Gleeson 

Second Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Fr Michael McGough 

Advent    6.30pm Holy Mass John & Eva Wallace 

St Ambrose 6.00pm    Holy Mass  Bill Adams 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

the immaculate conception of our lady 
O most Holy Virgin, immaculate in body  
and spirit, look kindly on me as I implore  

your powerful intercession.  
O most Holy Mother, receive my prayers  

as I present them to God.  
(state your intentions here)  

O Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother,  
you intercede for us with your Son.  

O Mary conceived without sin,  
pray for us who have recourse to thee. Amen. 
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Instructions for your funeral 
The forms to give instructions for 
your funeral are available in each of 
our churches. Please also take the 
printed advice sheet which has does 
and don’ts on it. It is best to keep a 
copy with your will. Please also hand 
it to Fr Julian who will keep a photo-
copy in the parish records too. 

First Holy Communion & Con-
firmation If you have children who 
are not in one of our parish schools 
who wish to prepare to receive one 
of these Sacraments this year, then 
you must come and see Fr Julian at 
the Open House as soon as possible. 
Children for First Holy Communion 
must be in at least Year 4, and for 
Confirmation at least in Year 6. 

Welcome Ministry at St John’s 
Our Welcome Ministry team have 
started their weekly presence at St 
John’s. If you are interested in being 
part of the team, then please see Fr 
Julian or Brenda McGough.  

Parish Mission It is really exciting 
that we will be having a parish mis-
sion next year based at St Joseph’s, 
led by the Franciscans of the Renew-
al, 19th to 24th May 2018. A parish 
mission needs planning and prepar-
ing! Is this something that you could 
help with? Please come to the plan-
ning meeting. The date for this 
has changed and is now 
Wednesday 10th January at 7pm 
at St Joseph’s.  

Men’s disciple group Our men’s 
group are currently doing a short 
course of the Eucharist and the Bible. 
We’ve already completed three ses-
sions of five, but more men are al-
ways welcome to come along and be 
part of the group. Our next session is 
on Friday 15th December at 7pm at 
St Joseph’s.  

Care Home Prayer Service There 
will be a special Advent service at 
Maple Tree Court, Gloucester Rd, 
on 19th December when we will be 
joined by the children from year six 
of St John’s School. 

Ladies’ Retreat Ladies! You are 
invited to is a day retreat taking place 
at Coolock in Newcastle on Saturday 
9th December, 10.30am to 3pm. If 
you would like to go please contact 
Cathy Hancock on 853941/07929 
213849. Lifts can be arranged. 

Parish Christmas Cards The cards 
with the Christmas times will be 
available next Sunday. We have or-
dered a lot so plenty to hand around. 

Holy Hour  
 
“This is the won-
derful truth, my 
dear friends: the 
Word which be-
came flesh two 
thousand years 
ago, is present 
today in the Eu-
charist.” 
Pope St John Paul II 
This Advent, we 

are inviting our parishioners to come 
together on Thursday evenings for a 
Holy Hour of prayer with Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. It will be a 
time with music, readings, led prayer 
and silence, and is a great opportuni-
ty for us to come together and pray. 
The Holy Hour will begin at 7pm. 

Thursday 7th Dec  St John’s 
Thursday 14th Dec  English Martyrs’ 

O Come, let us adore Him! 

ALPHA 

Alpha is running at St 
Joseph’s on Saturday 
mornings from 9am to 
10.45am. We’re already 

into this series, but if you want a 
taster of what to expect when you 
come on Alpha, why not try it out 
one week? You’ll be very welcome! 

friendship club 

Christmas party 

Tickets are now on sale, priced 
£4, for our Christmas Party 

which is taking place at 
Kidsgrove Town Hall on Tues-
day 12th December from 1pm 

to 4pm. 

Everyone is welcome, whether 
you are a regular at the Friend-

ship Club or not. For tickets 
please contact Teresa in the par-

ish office (782121). 

Weekly bulletin 

From this week, we are not distrib-
uting the bulletin at the beginning of 
Mass, but as you leave at the end of 
Mass. The reason for the change is to 
promote prayerful preparation for 
Mass. Instead of the bulletin, at the 
beginning of Mass, there will be a 
smaller sheet ’Welcome to Mass’ 
which has prayer suggestions as well 
as texts for the Mass, to help you join 
in. The bulletin is something to read 
at home, and to keep to remind you 
of what is on. So please take it with 
you and read it at home, and keep it 
with you through the week. 

Christmas mass times 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Sat 4.30pm  St Patrick’s  
Sat 6.30pm  St John’s 
Sun 9am  English Martyrs’ 
Sun 11am  St Joseph’s 
Christmas  
Sun 4.00pm St Joseph’s 
Sun 6.30pm English Martyrs’ 
Mon 9am St Patrick’s 
Mon 10.30am  St John’s 

You are invited to our 

Christmas Carol Service 

An opportunity to come to-
gether before Christmas, for 
an informal carol service by 
candlelight, followed by get-
ting together for a mince pie 

and refreshments. Gifts for all 
the children present! 

Thurs 21st December 

at St Joseph’s at 7pm 

This is the easiest thing to 
invite friends and family 

along to. So please bring as 
many people as you can! 



Preparing the Gospel 

Each week we present the Gospel reading for next Sunday’s 
Mass. It is so that you can spend some time during the week pre-
paring for Sunday Mass through prayerful reading of the Gospel. 
Here’s how you can do it: 

· Ask the Holy Spirit to come and help you to under-
stand the Gospel and its meaning for you. 

· Read the passage through a couple of times really 
slowly trying to understand as you read. 

· What stands out? Maybe a word or phrase which 
speaks to you. Or something you don’t fully under-
stand. 

· Think how this Gospel relates to your life: how is it 
calling you to change? 

· Pray. Speak to God. Ask him to help you under-
stand, and to give you grace to be changed by it. 

DEANERY & BEYOND FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Last week’s collections will be on 
next week’s bulletin. 

Second Collections: Next Week 
There will be a second collection for 
the poor parishes of the Diocese. 

St Patrick’s Hamper Raffle Please 
sign up at the back of church to offer 
items for the hampers. Tickets are on 
sale today, £1 a strip. Please bring 
the items which you have offered for 
the hampers as soon as possible 
please. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club This Week’s Draw: 1st Prize 
£20, No.109 G Hodgkinson; 2nd 
Prize £10, No.153 C Foden; 3rd 
Prize £5, No.129 S Hill.  Monthly 
and quarterly subs due next week. 

St Joseph’s SVP The SVP are hold-
ing a raffle on 10th and 17th Decem-
ber for SVP funds. Tickets will be on 
sale before and after Mass. 

Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God. It is written in the book of the prophet Isaiah: “Look, I 
am going to send my messenger before you; he will prepare 
your way. A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for 
the Lord, make his paths straight.” And so it was that John the 
Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the 
people of Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were 
baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. 
John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts 
and wild honey. In the course of his preaching he said, 
‘Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful 
than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of 
his sandals. I have baptised you with water, but he will baptise 
you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

Parish Priest’s Open House  
The next Parish Priest’s Open 
House, when Fr Julian can be seen 
for any reason, is on Monday 11th 
December from 6.30 to 7.30pm at St 
Joseph’s Presbytery. Please call to 
confirm on the day. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for: 
St John’s: Arnold Jones 
St Joseph’s: Kathleen Steele 
English Martyrs’: Bill Adams 
All the sanctuary lamps at our four 
churches are available for dedication. The 
lamp burns all week—minimum donation 
£5. Please see Fr Julian (or Tony Gian-
nasi for St John’s) to arrange. 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Eucharist & the Family There is 
going to be a day event discovering 
the ‘Heart of the Faith in the Heart of 
the Family’ in preparation for the 
World Meeting of Families which 
takes place in Ireland in August 2018 
and the National Eucharistic Congress 
in September 2018. The day might be 
of particular interest to Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion, fami-
ly workers, teachers, catechists but is 
for everyone who has an interest in 
faith in the family. The day takes 
place at Holy Trinity Church, New-
castle on Saturday 9th December, 
10am to 3.30am. If interested you 
will need to book a place by ringing 
Maryvale on 0121 360 8118 and 
speaking to Sr Gillian Murphy or 
contact Paul Northam on 07821 582 
096. 

The Childhood of Christ A study 
day taking place at St Dominic's Con-
vent, Stone on Saturday December 

2nd, starting at 9.45am. There will 
be 2 talks on ‘The Mystery of the 
Child Christ’ given by Sr Valery and 
The Young Christ in Art from Sr 
Mary Jadwiga. The cost of the day is 
£5. To book a place please contact Sr 
Valery on 01785 812091 or email 
valeryewalker@yahoo.co.uk. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 
Please remember to pray for the 
Pope’s Intentions for December: 

The Pope asks us to pray for the el-
derly, that they will be helped by our 
church communities and families, and 
that they will be able to pass on their 
wisdom the a new generation. 

Our Parish intentions of prayer: 
For all the sick and elderly of our 
parishes, at home, in hospital and in 
care homes. 
For expectant mothers, especially 
those who find themselves in a crisis 
in their pregnancy. 
For the children preparing for Con-
firmation and First Holy Communion 

that they will respond with renewed 
faith to God in this time of prepara-
tion. 
For young couples to keep God’s law 
and to prepare for marriage in the 
Church. 
For our initiatives: Alpha, disciple 
groups, welcome ministry, Holy 
Hours, carol service, care home out-
reach, encouraging personal prayer. 


